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Personal data 

Name  Rui Miguel Pires Bento da Silva Elias 

Address  CE3C – Centre for Ecology, Evolution and Environmental Changes/Azorean  

 Biodiversity Group and Faculdade de Ciências Agrárias e do Ambiente, Universidade 

dos Açores, Departamento de Ciências Agrárias, 9700-042 Angra do Heroísmo 

Telephone  (+351) 295 402 200 

Fax   (+351) 295 402 205 

E-mail   rui.mp.elias@uac.pt 

Webpage: http://ce3c.ciencias.ulisboa.pt/member/ruielias 

Scopus:  https://www.scopus.com/authid/detail.uri?authorId=7006549169 

ORCID:  https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2397-2438 

Google Scholar:  https://scholar.google.pt/citations?user=6AtJRN8AAAAJ&hl=en&oi=sra 

Ciência ID:           https://www.cienciavitae.pt/B816-7471-C4B4 

Birthdate  24/01/1973 

Birthplace            Lisbon, Portugal 

Education 

 2007, Ph.D. Plant Ecology, Azores University, Portugal. 

 2001, M.Sc. Island Ecology and Evolution, Azores University, Portugal. 

 1997, B.Sc. Biology, Azores University, Portugal. 

Career 

 Auxiliary Professor at the Azores University  

 Curator of the Azores University Herbarium 

 Co-coordinator (for vascular plants) of the Azorean Biodiversity Portal 

(http://azoresbioportal.uac.pt/) and ATLANTIS 3.1 database 

(http://www.atlantis.angra.uac.pt/atlantis/common/index.jsf) 

 Director of the BSc in Environmental Engineering and Management (2007-2012) 

 Senior Researcher of the CE3C – Centre for Ecology, Evolution and Environmental 

Changes/Azorean Biodiversity Group and Azores University. 

 Member of the Scientific Coordination Commission of the Azorean Biodiversity Group 

 Member of the IUCN SSC Macaronesian Islands Plant Specialist Group. 

Current teaching in BSc and MSc courses 

Present course units 

 Ecology and Ecosystem management (B.Sc.) 

 Wetland Ecology and Management (B.Sc.) 

 Forest and Forest Resources (B.Sc.)  

 Wetland Management and Conservation (M.Sc.) 

Past course units 

 Biology I (B.Sc.) 
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 Environmental Impact Assessment (B.Sc.) 

 Natural History (B.Sc.) 

 Environmental Impact Studies (M.Sc.) 

 

Research interests 

 Plant population and community ecology; 

 Vegetation dynamics; 

 Functional ecology; 

 Biogeography; 

 Conservation biology; 

 Impact and control of invasive species; 

 Impact of climate change on biodiversity. 

Main research projects 

 2012-2015: Coordinator of the project, DRCTC M2.1.2/I/005/2011, "Implications of climate 

change for Azorean Biodiversity-IMPACTBIO", financed by the Azorean Government’s Regional 

Fund for Scientific Research; 

 2012-2015: Researcher in the project DRCT M2.1.2/I/027/2011 - ATLANTIS-MAR: Mapping 

coastal and marine biodiversity of the Azores, financed by the Azorean Government’s Regional 

Fund for Scientific Research. 

 2012-2015: Researcher in the project FCT/NETBIOME/0003 - ISLAND-BIODIV: Understanding 

biodiversity dynamics in tropical and subtropical islands in an aid to science based conservation 

action, financed by the European Union’s Consortium NetBiome Era-Net (Networking tropical 

and subtropical biodiversity research in Outermost regions and territories of Europe in 

support of sustainable development). 

 2012-2015: Researcher in the project M2.1.2/F/04/2011/NET - MOVECLIM: MOntane 

VEgetation as listening posts for CLIMate change, financed by the European Union’s 

Consortium NetBiome Era-Net (Networking tropical and subtropical biodiversity research in 

Outermost regions and territories of Europe in support of sustainable development).; 

 2016-2019: Researcher in the project ACORES-01-0145-FEDER-000007, eAZFlora - Electronic 

Flora of the Azores for Smartphones and Tablets, financed by the Azorean Government’s 

Regional Fund for Scientific Research. 

 2016-2019: Researcher in the project ACORES-01-0145-FEDER-000014, FOREST-ECO2 - 

Towards an Ecological and Economic valorization of the Azorean Forest, financed by the 

Azorean Government’s Regional Fund for Scientific Research. 

 2016-2019: Researcher in the project AÇORES-0-0145-FEDER-000037, PROAAcXXIs – 

Projecções das alterações climáticas nos Açores para o século XXI: implicações hidrológicas de 

interesse económico e ambiental, financed by the Azorean Government’s Regional Fund for 

Scientific Research. 
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 2019-2021: Researcher in the project ACORES-01-0145-FEDER-000072, AZORESBIOPORTAL – 

PORBIOTA, financed by the Azorean Government’s Regional Fund for Scientific Research. 

 2019-2021: Researcher in the project LIFE17 IPE/PT/000010, Regional strategy for the 

prevention and control of invasive alien species (within the scope of the LIFE IP AZORES 

NATURA) 

 2019-2022: Co-Coordinator of the project ACORES-01-0145-FEDER-000082, PASTURCLIM- 

Impact of climate change on pasture productivity and nutritional composition in the Azores, 

financed by the Azorean Government’s Regional Fund for Scientific Research. 
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Tsurng-Juhn Huang, Severin D.H. Irl, Daniel Jeanmonod, Anke Jentsch, Alistair S. Jump, 
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Global Ecology and Biogeography 25: 1097–1107. DOI: 10.1111/geb.12469 
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islands (Azores). Climatic Change 138: 603–615. DOI: 10.1007/s10584-016-1754-6 

 Elias, R.B., Gil, A., Silva, L., Fernández-Palacios, J.M., Azevedo, E.B. & Reis, F. (2016). Natural 
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Phytocoenologia 46(2): 107-123. DOI: 10.1127/phyto/2016/0132 

 L. Borges Silva, A. Teixeira, M. Alves, R.B. Elias & L. Silva (2017). Tree age determination in the 
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(2018). Assessing the landscape functional connectivity using movement maps: a case study 



Rui Bento Elias, Short Curriculum vitae 2019 
 

with endemic Azorean insects. Journal of Insect Conservation, 22: 257-265. 

DOI:10.1007/s10841-018-0059-7  
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Aranda, S.C., Arroz, A.M., Azevedo, J.M., Boieiro, M., Borda-De-Água, L., Carvalho, J.C., Elias, R.B., 
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Menezes de Sequeira, M. & Madeira, J. (2019) The loss of a unique Palaeobotanical site in 

Terceira Island within the Azores UNESCO global Geopark (Portugal). Geoheritage, Online 
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Books and book chapters 
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 Borges, P.A.V., Santos, A.M.C., Elias, R.B. & Gabriel, R. (2019). The Azores Archipelago: 

Biodiversity Erosion and Conservation Biogeography. Encyclopedia of the World's Biomes-
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Orientations 

 16 MSc students 

 4 PhD students  

 1 Post-Doc researcher  

Science diffusion 

 Participation in 23 national and international scientific meetings; 

 Co-organization of 5 international scientific meetings. 


